A total of 62 strains of Actinomyces pyogenes (previously Corynebacterium pyogenes) were examined by the API 20 Strep system (API System, La Balme Les Grottes, Montalieu-Vercieu, France). The system was shown to be reliable and rapid when the tests were compared with standard identification methods. No confusion occurred with streptococcal profiles in the current API 20 Strep data base.
The species Actinomyces pyogenes (formerly Corynebacterium pyogenes) was proposed by Reddy et al. (4) on the basis of its morphological, physiological, metabolic, and biochemical characteristics. The transfer was further confirmed by Collins et al. (2) on the evidence of cell wall composition.
A. pyogenes is frequently isolated from a variety of pyogenic disease conditions in cattle, sheep, pigs, goats, and other domesticated animals. It has also been implicated in human disease, as described by Chlosta et al. (1) Table 1 ).
It was essential that the initial organism suspension in 2 ml * Corresponding author.
of distilled water was equivalent to a McFarland standard 4; the growth of one whole plate was usually adequate. After 4 h of incubation, the specific reagents were added, and the 20 color reactions were interpreted in accordance with the manufacturer's color chart. The strips were then incubated at 37°C for a further 20 h. The final results are shown in Table  1 .
Several tests proved useful in the identification of A. pyogenes. These were pyrrolidonyl arylamidase, leucine aminopeptidase, and fermentation of lactose, trehalose, and starch. Each of these was usually positive for A. pyogenes but not for Arcanobacterium haemolyticum (formerly Corynebacterium haemolyticum; 3). These results are in agreement with those of Schaal (5) . The small number of strains which failed to produce pyrrolidonyl arylamidase usually fermented one or two of the three above-named carbohydrates, a feature not seen in A. haemolyticum. The rapid 
